		Background Information for the Media


‘Why We Fight’

International Women’s Day Centenary 1911 -2011
The Women Peace and Security Network Africa (WIPSEN- Africa)* hosted an intergenerational dialogue between different generations of feminists and young girls from private and public schools in Accra. This event brought together 85 participants: 15 women’s rights activists and 70 young girls to celebrate International Women’s Day. Since its establishment in 2006, this is the first event organised by WIPSEN Africa in celebration of the International Women’s Day. March 8 is a special day for women all over the world. In 32 countries it is a holiday, in some countries like Italy women receive flowers and gifts, in others women commemorate the day going out to the streets to demand for equality. March 8, 2011 was particularly important as it marked a centenary since the day was observed for the first time in 2011.  
The theme of the dialogue ‘Why We Fight’ was intended to raise awareness among young girls on where the feminist movement has come from and why it is a work in progress. Today, we take for granted women’s right to work, go to school, take maternity leave, and vote and be elected into political office. And many women especially the younger generation are afraid to be labelled a ‘feminist’. However, it is the feminists’ movement that has brought major social changes so that women can claim their basic rights. Of course, we are still far from achieving equality between men and women. Women are still fighting for the right to be free from domestic violence, sexual harassment at work places and in schools, equal access to education, employment and political participation, and the right to have their interests and experiences reflected in policies and decision making. The Domestic Violence and Victims Support Unit of Ghana Police recorded 109,784 cases of domestic violence against women and children from 1999 to 2010. In terms of women’s political participation, women account for only 20 out of 230 positions in parliament.  
This is why it is important to mentor young girls and raise the next generation of feminist leaders. By organising this event WIPSEN Africa sensitised young girls about the importance of fighting for gender equality and dispelled misconceptions about the feminist movement. The event also provided the opportunity for women to celebrate their achievements, reflect on the challenges faced and take stock of where the women’s movement has come from and the progresses that need to be made. 

Statements from the girls
From the talk, these were some of the girls’ thoughts:
“I have learnt that I can do everything and achieve my goals through hardwork, determination and fighting against all odds” Sandra Adjei, St. Lawrence School 

“We should be humble, determined, aim high and shouldn’t be intimidated by men and the need to redefine what it takes to be a woman”. Priscilla Ofei, St. Lawrence School.

“The programme really encouraged me today to take up a leadership role”

“I have learnt a lot of things. My dream is to take care of children who do not have home because I am coming from an area where some of the children do not have food, homes and do not go to school and I was wondering how as a student I can help them. This program has given me opportunities and ways to go about it.”

“Women have great potential to build the world and can take the future of the world but they need to know their rights.” 

* WiPSEN Africa is a women-focused and women-led pan-African non-governmental organization with the core mandate to promote women’s strategic participation and leadership in peace and security governance in Africa. 

